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America and the Far Eastern Question. By Thomas F. 
Milijvrd. New York, Moffat, Yard and Company, 1909. — xxiv, 
576 PP- 

Mr. Millard's treatise deals with the forces at work in what he calls 
" the waking Orient." He has studied eastern problems in the East 
and has come in touch with leading western people residing in the East. 
He has had unusual opportunities to discuss public affairs with public 
men. When Mr. Taft visited the Far East in 1907 he was accompanied 
by Mr. Millard, who received complimentary mention in the speech- 
making. The treatment of Philippine subjects in the book proves that 
Mr. Millard came fully in touch with the American official view. 

In his introduction, the author says that the present policy of Japan 
has a tendency " to cause international dissension and strife by impair- 
ing the interests of other nations." In this, Mr. Millard expresses the 
opinion of the majority of the Europeans and Americans residing in the 
East. In reading his work, his point of view should be taken into 
account, and it should be remembered that his prejudices are shared by 
many white people who make the East their home. His anti- Japanese 
statements are representative of what officials and merchants in the East 
are saying. 

It is Mr. Millard's belief that Japanese diplomacy purposely brought 
to the front the minor questions of the California schools and of Jap- 
anese immigration to the United States in order to obscure the greater 
problem of Manchuria, where Japan could claim less moral justification 
for her position. This view deserves careful consideration. It of 
course implies that our State Department suffered itself to be placed in 
a false position. 

In his chapter on " Foreign Residents in China," Mr. Millard han- 
dles some very unpleasant facts. Without disputing for a moment the 
high character of Judge Wilfley or the sincerity of his work, one may 
take acute exception to certain of the methods employed in defending 
him. Not that Mr. Millard is entirely to blame for these methods. 
He presents certain material which has found a place in reports for- 
warded to the Washington administration by its officials in the East. 
This material contains statements which have been discredited by the 
decision of Judge Bourne of H. B. M. supreme court for China in the 
interesting case of Rex v. O'Shea (November, 1908). In that cause 
ceUbre was vindicated the honor of the American court for China, but 
not the discretion of its judge. On several pages Mr. Millard repeats 
general charges against western moral standards in the East, particu- 
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larly in Shanghai. But from the honored English bench we hear : 
" His Lordship had been some years in this place, and it was his opin- 
ion that the white population in this place was quite as moral as that of 
any other white population, quite as moral as in London or New York." 
The next words of the English judge take away all excuse for the at- 
tempt made on pages 392 and 393 to claim British precedent for Ameri- 
can action of doubtful legality. 

When his book was written, Mr. Millard had good reason to be 
gloomy over the prospects of American enterprise in Korea ; but lately 
affairs have taken a more favorable turn, and certain American com- 
panies find the Japanese authorities willing to assist rather than to 
obstruct. For the year ending June, 1909, the leading American gold 
mining company in Korea made a total operating profit of nearly 
$640,000. It paid only a five-per-cent royalty to the government. 

In attempting to analyze the internal situation of China, Mr. Millard 
has been seriously misinformed. The Ka-ming-tang faction, which, 
according to our author (page 303), " wishes to accomplish reform by 
peaceful means " and " does not aim at overthrow of the monarchy," 
is in fact an anti-dynastic organization whose leaders wish to overturn 
the existing system by force and to replace it by a communist republic. 
The Hinanese military society, Kao-lao-hin, long a source of worry to 
the government, is connected by Mr. Millard with the reformers of 
1898. In this again he is in error. The " so-called Confucius party " 
is unheard of by the residents of the East and has been ridiculed by a 
leading far-eastern review. In describing these factions the author has 
misstated almost everything that it was possible to misstate. The most 
influential of the reformers receive no mention whatever, while certain 
extremists are described as moderates. 

A comparison of Mr. Millard's work with more thorough studies, such 
as the recent book by M. Maybon, will illustrate how carelessly this 
subject is treated. When an author takes such liberties with facts as 
Mr. Millard does in dealing with China, how can he expect the reader 
to trust his sweeping assertions regarding Korea? If he allowed him- 
self to copy incorrect official documents regarding American affairs in 
China, how may we know whether he made any attempt to verify his 
information on the Philippines? 

Mr. Millard is equally reckless in dealing with the future. He tells 
us that "it is probable that unless America does again interfere in 
eastern affairs another great war will occur in a few years." What 
basis can he have for so sweeping a prophecy ? 

The book has many excellent illustrations and a well-chosen frontis- 
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piece. The maps, however, call to mind those of Mr. Millard's former 
book, for they show projects and extensions which in many instances 
are not likely to be realized. 

It is a keen disappointment to find Mr. Millard's observation and 
examination marred by his disregard for accuracy. The world and 
Japan itself are under obligation to the critics who have pointed out 
fearlessly and unsparingly Japanese shortcomings and faults. English- 
men and Americans like Bethell, Hurlbert, McKenzie and Millard have 
shamed the Japanese into making great changes. The Korea of 1910 
is not the Korea of 1906-07. It is the greater pity that criticism 
should weaken itself by wild, unfounded statements. 

H. B. Hawkins. 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

Les Mavroyeni : Histoire d' Orient de 1700 d nos jours. By 
Theodore Blancard. Paris, Leroux, 1909. Two volumes : xv, 757, 
824 pp. 

It is hardly to be assumed that many people will feel tempted to wade 
through the fifteen hundred and more pages of these ponderous volumes. 
The book suffers not only from length but from the faults of a good 
many other family histories — heaviness, prolixity, partisanship and an 
uncritical use of materials — faults insufficiently compensated by praise- 
worthy industry. As a rule , such a labor of love as the preparation of a 
work of this kind is undertaken only by a member of the family de- 
scribed or by some one employed by the family. It may hope for an 
honorable resting place on the shelves of large libraries, but its sales 
will perforce be meager. 

The family to be glorified in the present instance — the Mavroydni — 
can not be called very notable ; indeed, only one member had a really 
important career, and all the efforts of his biographer can not make 
him out an attractive character. As for the various other Mavroyeni 
we are told about, they were mostly respectable officials in Greece, 
Roumania or Turkey, and of slight interest to the world. The family 
as a whole does not rank with the well known Fanariot houses claiming 
ancient descent from the nobles of the Byzantine Empire, for its origin 
can be traced back only to about the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, and its connection with the famous Venetian house of Morosini is 
not supported by much more evidence than the faint similarity between 
the two names. Pedigrees of this sort have been common enough in 
history, but the world today is too skeptical to accord them reverence. 

Mr. Blancard's volumes, however, despite their faults, have value. 



